
                             
 

 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Sept. 6, 2013 
 

Swiss carrier Edelweiss to launch Las Vegas service  
Twice-weekly nonstops linking Zürich and McCarran begin in May ‘14  

 
Las Vegas will soon host its first scheduled nonstop service from Switzerland following today’s 
announcement that Edelweiss Air will make McCarran International only the second U.S. airport in its 
growing international network.  
 
“Edelweiss is very pleased to announce twice weekly nonstop air service from Zürich to Las Vegas, starting 
in May 2014. We realized the strong demand for this route from the Swiss market, and are more than 
happy to meet the wish of so many Swiss people who want to travel to the Entertainment Capital of the 
World with our new service,” said Karl Kistler, chief executive officer of Edelweiss Air. “As of June 2014, 
our guests will not only enjoy the comfort of a nonstop flight, but also our new on-board product with fully 
lie-flat beds in Business Class and our new Economy Plus concept.” 
 
Flanked by Las Vegas showgirls in Zürich, Kistler said the carrier’s Las Vegas service will initially operate 
on Mondays and Fridays beginning May 5, 2014. It will utilize 275-seat Airbus A330 aircraft to and from 
Zürich’s Kloten Airport.  
 
“We warmly welcome Edelweiss to our lineup of airline partners at McCarran,” said Rosemary A. 
Vassiliadis, Clark County Aviation Director. “Daily passenger counts from Europe increased by 22 percent 
from 2009 through 2012, and with Edelweiss’s proven success in leisure markets, we believe it’s a perfect 
fit to bring even more European visitors to Las Vegas. I look forward to seeing the first Edelweiss flight 
arrive at Terminal 3 next spring.” 
 
Cathy Tull, Senior Vice President of Marketing for the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority, added, 
“We are extremely pleased to welcome nonstop air service to Las Vegas from Switzerland for the first time. 
Our new partnership with Edelweiss helps us to meet a growing demand in the European market providing 
greater accessibility for Swiss travelers as well as a convenient one-stop connection for other European 
travelers in the region.” 
 
International travelers are known to stay longer and spend more money locally than their domestic 
counterparts. Based on recent economic data, the LVCVA projects visitors who arrive on Edelweiss will 
generate more than $19.6 million annually in nongaming economic impact in Southern Nevada. 
 
Edelweiss is owned by Germany’s Lufthansa Group and focuses on leisure travelers. Working in tandem 
with its business-traveler-oriented sister airline, Swiss International Air Lines, the carriers’ combined 
networks provide a steady feed into Zürich; this in turn will allow for a wide array of connection 
opportunities benefitting travelers throughout Europe and its nearby environs. Edelweiss’s existing U.S. 
service is limited to Florida’s Tampa International Airport. 
 
 

Media Contacts: 
Edelweiss Air – Alain Chisari   +41 43 816 56 88 or alain.chisari@flyedelweiss.com 
LVCVA – Jesse Davis   (702) 892-0711 or  jdavis@lvcva.com 
McCarran International Airport – Christine Crews   (702) 261-5154 or christinec@mccarran.com   
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